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It’s freedom that drives the life inside a shell to hatch and move out of it. Its freedom that then 

leads the little bird to start walking and then desire to fly, to be on its own. The little bird craves 

to experience the outward movement of wings and take off into the open infinite sky. The want 

to move where it’s heart leads. The excitement of not being bound, the enthusiasm to move 

without a path, the will to be surprised and enjoy all the different situations and environments it 

encounters. To experience all the colors and fragrances and move through all of them with ease 

and decide the one which makes it feel the fulfillment life has to offer. It’s this freedom that we 

all long for. The feeling of being able to leave all our inhibitions and fears behind, to move into 

the open sky and discover different environments and realize what comes closest to our dreams, 

what fills the space we all carry. 

Freedom

Photo credit: http://www.�ickr.com/photos/tochis/3987677829/

Aditi Agarwal is a student who likes writing 
poetry occasionally and also keeps a journal.
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Last word

“I heard Al-Qaeda is hiring, they offer good salary packages for dhadi walas”, said my friend 

Gopi, trying to be funny while commenting on a Facebook picture.

“You look like you’re on drugs man”, said JK. Pat came the reply, “You’re just jealous of my beard man”. 

Alok had to take a jab, “Dude put this pic on your website next to the link to free weed”. “Dude the shit 

ain’t free and no, I’m not selling it.” 

A few others said “Cool look bro!”. The silly shit that one has to deal with while growing a beard can get 

insane. Some folks even try to look for reasons why you’re sporting a beard. Reasons. I put the question 

back to them. Why should a man not embrace his beard? It is a defining male characteristic, just as 

breasts are to women. Society has its set of mighty stupid ‘rules’ that most people take for granted, 

unquestioned (you’ll find the most stupidest of all in big company policy books). We are so used to 

accepting and believing this that we don’t take a moment to question it. Advertisements, political 

systems, school systems, organized religions, corporate policies are all really good at one thing — 

pounding bull shit into peoples’ heads with skillful suaveness. Actors, business men, politicians and the 

like represent this with clean shaven faces, demonstrating standards that the typical middle class society 

expects us to maintain. These people sow seeds that grow to make a man shun his own masculinity, 

adopting a persona that isn’t true to his inner self. 

Beards were a sign of masculinity and virility. They still are in many societies. But yet we are moving 

towards androgyny and giving up the simplest freedom to sport a beard. We give in to society’s ‘rules’ 

that alienate us from our own facial hair. 

I chose to keep my beard, I chose freedom.

George Carlin loved his beard.

Beards are aahsome!

J. Arun is the co-founder of Aahsome and a designer of sorts at SlideShare by profession. He loves sipping 
Nilgiris tea, mountain biking in foggy weather while listening to Aerosmith and Bon Jovi. You’ll find him dabbling 
in art, sketching and typography. He’s on Twitter at twitter.com/SimplyArun
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Contribute to the next issue of Aahsome!

Theme: Beauty

Interpret beauty any way you like, if you find 
your pet pig beautiful, feel welcome to write 
an ode to it or snap a picture. Seriously amaze 
us with what you think is beautiful. You do not 
necessarily have to create something specific 
for this magazine. Even if you have something 
which you feel is appropriate but is already 
published, say in a blog, do send in.  

Submissions could be traditional art, digital 
art, poetry, short-stories, opinions or 
photographs.

Submitting is simple! Just email your entries 
to submit@aahsome.com

Tell us what you think! Have questions, 
feedback or just saying hello?
hello@aahsome.com

Enjoyed this issue of Aahsome?

Pass it on! Email it to your friends. 
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This PDF magazine is licenced under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License.

All copyrights of content in the magazine belong to their original creators unless 
otherwise stated. All opinions expressed here are those of the individual authors.

When in doubt, just ask us: hello@aahsome.com
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